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Life on the ocean is often characterised by exotic locations, cultural experiences, and the freedom to roam to 

your heart’s desire. But, when it comes to raising your family onboard, there is much to consider. Whilst the unique 

educational experiences are manifold, providing your children with a structured education can be challenging.

An award-winning, private tutoring company, Sea Tutors was established by the prestigious Tutors International, 

with the aim of providing students on the sea with consistent academic resources and learning opportunities. 

Below, we speak with Joanna Dunckley at Sea Tutors, as the company is named in the Marine Tourism Awards 2024. 

A division of the renowned Tutors International, 

Sea Tutors draws upon more than 25 years 

of experience to offer tailored learning 

experiences that cater to the unique 

challenges posed by a yachting lifestyle. The 

company serves families seeking a high-

quality education for their children whilst they 

travel, ensuring that learning always aligns with 

their lifestyle and their children are equipped 

with an understanding of the world around 

them that well-prepares them to become 

conscientious members of society.

Sea Tutors prioritises personalised learning, 

holistic development, and environmental 

awareness, and is committed to creating 

enriching educational experiences that help 

its students thrive both academically and 

personally. Since its inception, Sea Tutors has 

been focused on delivering full-time, high-

quality tutoring services that are personalised 

to meet each student’s individual needs, 

whether they require support for learning 

differences or enrichment during extended 

periods of travel. 

Joanna Dunckley is a marine scientist, private 

tutor and part of the Sea Tutors team. “I’ve had 

so many memorable moments,” Joanna tells 

us. “One was a biology lesson on reptiles after 

watching sea snakes lay eggs on the beach. 

Another was stumbling on ant colonies on a 

beach in Australia and then spending the rest 

of the week learning about ants. And of course, 

languages are magical. In the Mediterranean, 

for example, you can take the kids ashore 

and get them to order their own breakfast 

and shop at local markets. They are learning 

without realising.”

“What sets us apart from competitors is our 

deep understanding of both education and the 

yachting lifestyle,” Joanna tells us. “Our unique 

selling point lies in our ability to combine 

academic excellence with a focus on marine 

and environmental education, crafting rich, 

immersive learning experiences that extend 

beyond traditional classrooms.” 

Sea Tutors understands the complexities that 

come with life on the sea, and strives to provide 

its clients with flexible, bespoke tutoring that 

fit seamlessly around their travels and the 

unique lifestyle challenges they commonly 

face. Sea Tutors and its parent company, 

Tutors International, have made significant 

contributions to the educational future of 

its students, having made more than 550 

tutor placements with over 850,000 hours of 

education for its students. Sea Tutors has had a 

transformative impact on its students and their 

families, taking an approach that is not just 

about academic achievement, but also about 

fostering a lifelong love for learning and deep 

appreciation for the environment. 

The company’s internal culture is built upon 

collaboration, innovation, and a commitment 

to excellence, with open communication and 

contribution highly encouraged amongst the 

team. By nurturing a motivated and engaged 

team, the company continues to set the 

standard for high-quality private tutoring. 

“At Sea Tutors, we focus on matching the right 

tutors to the right families. Having been a tutor 

myself for many years, I know exactly what it 

takes to excel in this role,” explains Joanna. “It’s 

not just about being an experienced teacher; 

it’s about understanding how to integrate 

seamlessly with a family - aligning with their 

values, personalities, and unique dynamics. 

That’s why we always meet families in person 

before starting the recruitment process. 

We’ll spend time chatting with the children, 

exploring their spaces, maybe even playing a 

board game, and sharing a meal together. It’s 

the perfect way to get a feel for the family.”

The company demonstrates an unfaltering 

commitment to enhancing the academic 

opportunities of its clients’ children, alongside 

an unparalleled expertise that has earned 

Sea Tutors the title of Best Onboard Tutoring 

Company 2024. 

“Looking ahead, our focus will be on raising 

awareness of the marine environment, 

encouraging a more conscious approach to life 

onboard,” Joanna concludes. “We aim to educate 

clients about both the positive and negative 

impacts the yachting community can have on the 

marine ecosystem, highlighting small behavioural 

changes that can make a big difference. Clients 

will have the opportunity to enjoy and explore the 

stunning locations they visit whilst being guided 

by an experienced educator.”
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